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he lacked decision and energy. He had enjoyed the benefit
of a fair education, and was fond of the study of chemistry
and medicine; but he was not less devoted to superstition
than his predecessors. Sincere and devout in idolatrous
worship beyond most of his people, he was lavish in his ex-
penditure on religious ceremonials, and spent much of his
time in devotional observances.

Eor some time after the succession of this Eajah, aided by
an able though thoroughly unprincipled Dewan, he set him-
self to correct the improvident expenditure of his predecessor.
But this course of improvement did not long continue. The
reins of government were soon relaxed, and misrule began to
produce its natural results. Public duty was neglected for
festivals; the courts and police grew corrupt; the character
of many of the high officials was bad; and monstrous evils in
the system of forced labour, the collection of the revenue,
and the administration of justice prevailed throughout the
country. The state of affairs became increasingly worse,
until the Madras Government was compelled again to inter-
fere and urge reforms. Subsequent reforms were inaugurated
in 1858 by the appointment of the present able and upright
Dewan; and in the beginning of 1860 a British Eesident,
Mr. F. N. Maltby, arrived in Travancore. The talents and
firmness, the political experience and Christian character of
this gentleman were such as to warrant the expectation of
considerable improvement in the state of the country. He
has since been succeeded by others of like mind.

A few months after this the Rajah died, and was succeeded
by his sister's son, (Ayilliam) Kama Vurmah, the present
Maharajah, a truly estimable and enlightened Prince, under
whose rule, aided by his minister, Sir Madava Row, K.C.S.I.,
with the advice of the Bj^tish Resident, the administration
has been remodelled, and the condition of the country has
visibly amended and promsies still further to improve.